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PRESS RELEASE

EXHIBITION TITLED “DEMOCRACY IN INDIA: FROM
PAST TO PRESENT” DURING THE CONFERENCES OF
PRESIDING OFFICERS AND SECRETARIES OF
LEGISLATIVE BODIES IN INDIA (Bhopal, 2-6 February 2010)

As part of the Conferences of Presiding Officers and Secrétaries
of Legislative Bodies in India, Smt. Meira Kumar, Hon’ble Speaker,
Lok Sabha will inaugurate an Exhibition titled “Democracy in India —
From Past to Present” in the Madhya Pradesh Vidhan Sabha Assembly
premises, Bhopal at 09:30 hrs. on Wednesday;, ,tge 03 February, 2010.

The Exhibition, spread over thifteen sectors, traces the growth
and development of democratic traditions in our country, beginning
from the ancient times to the modern parliamentary institutions. It lays
special emphasis on the democratic heritage in ancient India, including
the Rig Vedic and Buddhist periods; Indian Freedom Movement;
Constitution of India and working of Indian Parliament with the help of
photographs, write-ups, charts, press-clippings etc. The Exhibition
also showcases the Indian Federal System and the legislative set-up in
different States of the country, with particular emphafsis on the

legislative activities in Bhopal. Photographs related to the Imperial

Legislative Council,»Counvcil of States, Central Legislative Assembly
and Constituent Assembly have also been shown. It also highlights the
evolution and origin of the Office of the Speaker and importance of
Presiding Officers and Secretaries Conference.

The Exhibition also includes audio-visual inputs on computer
multi-media and LCDs making the Exhibition more interactive 'and
appealing. Visitors can hear audio narration of Rig-Vedic Shlokas and
narration by a Buddhist monk in Pali language. - Original voices of
'~ Mahatma Gandhi, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru, Dr. B.R. Ambedkar and
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose can also be heard. The scanned copy of
the Constitution of India can be accessed by the visitors on a computer
multi-media. Also available on computer are multimedia presentations




on ancient democratic heritage ,legislative reforms and functions of Lok
Sabha and Rajya Sabha. '

Films related to important events during the Indian Freedom Movement
and the Election Process in India can be seen at the Exhibition.

The Exhibition is being organized by the Parliamentary Museum and
Archives Division of Lok Sabha Secretariat in collaboration with Madhya
Pradesh Vidhan Sabha Secretariat and the Directorate of Advertising and
Visual Publicity (DAVP).
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